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POLICEWOMAN FOR STRASBURG 

tences aggregating over forty-one years of imprisonment. Forty-seven girls 
were returned to their parents and thirteen more were sent to institutions after 
being rescued from disorderly houses. The report points its warnings against 
the dangers to girls in amusement parks and skating rinks, dance halls and 
wine rooms, nickel theaters and hotels, and in offers of marriage, by telling 
instances from the life stories of girls thus misled. 

The American Vigilance Association has headquarters at 105 West 
Monroe street, Chicago, with Clifford G. Roe as superintendent and counsel, and 
George J. Kneeland, who conducted the investigation for the Chicago Vice 
Commission, as superintendent of the department of investigation. His services 
are in demand in many towns and cities which are inquiring into their local 
conditions. The association announces a new edition of the Chicago Vice 
Commission Report, applications for which may be made to the Chicago office. 

R. H. G. 

The Law of Criminal Libel. — By John King, M. A., K. C. Carswell 
Co., Limited, Toronto, 1912, pp. XXIII + 400. 

This book forms a notable addition to the already considerable legal litera- 
ture of our Canadian neighbors. It is a comprehensive and scholarly treatise 
on libel considered as a criminal offense, embracing (a) the substantive law 
and (b) the procedure and practice in prosecutions by criminal information 
and indictment both at common law and under the Canadian Criminal Code. 
Four years ago, the author considered the law of libel, viewed from the stand- 
point of tort, in his work, "The Law of Defamation in Canada." The present 
volume is intended as a supplement — the author wisely recognizing that a lib- 
eral and reasonably thorough treatment of libel, in its two-fold character as a 
tort and as a crime, could not be embraced, to best advantage, within the limits 
and compass of a single volume of ordinary size. Evidently Mr. King may 
properly be enrolled amongst the growing number of modern law writers who 
do not feel that a sine qua non to legal orthodoxy is an attempt to cover any- 
thing and everything — and then a bit more — "in only one volume." 

For obvious reasons, special prominence is given to the judgments of 
Canadian courts and the opinions, especially the more recent, of Canadian 
judges. The English decisions, however, far from being neglected, are con- 
stantly referred to, and, in the main, very adequately digested. Moreover, the 
citations are invariably carried down to date. The references to American 
decisions are comparatively infrequent. This is very natural. Canadian decis- 
ions, where not sui generis, usually reflect the learning and the theory of the 
English courts. The treatise should prove of marked value to Canadian prac- 
titioners. To those American lawyers who believe that our criminal jurispru- 
dence and procedure could borrow to advantage many of the principles and 
practices of our English and Canadian cousins, we also cheerfully commend 
Mr. King's treatise. 

I. Maurice Wormser, Fordham University. 

A Policewoman for Strasburg. — The magazine, Seeking and Saving, pub- 
lished by the Reformatory and Refuge Union of London, prints the following 
note concerning the first policewoman in Germany: 

"The Berlin correspondent of the Standard gives the following particulars 
of the duties of what we believe to he the first policewoman in Europe. Stras- 

614 



BIOLOGICAL PRINCIPLES 

burg is to have the honor of initiating this service; her salary is to come from 
the funds of a private Association— the Local Committee of Public Morals— 
and partly from the State Exchequer. The duties of this woman assistant of 
the Police Force concern the supervision of women theives and unfortunates; 
but this is a mere beginning. She is to have a special office where she may re- 
ceive reports on the irregular morals of servant girls and shop assistants, whom 
she is then to visit in order to convey words of warning, as well as sympathetic 
counsel to the weaker victims of temptation. By the co-operation of the 
Public Morals Committee she is also empowered to find suitable employment for 
these women. 

"Another of her duties will be the interrogation of first offenders who, by 
the provisions of a special decree, will not be led before the police court. She 
may also be called upon by the 'mothers of headstrong girls to report on their 
doings. But police work in the strict sense of the term is not the greater part 
of her duties. Provided with a fund of a few hundred pounds, the new assistant 
is to be something of a police court missionary, something of a guardian angel 
to all the women who come within her ken as being out of harmony with the 
law. 

"She is to be empowered to handle the earnings of all the younger women 
who come under her supervision, and she is advised to place one-third in the 
savings bank, to give one-third to the parents, and to leave the remaining third 
with her protegee. Her signature will also obtain for her protegees clothing 
and other articles at cost price. Furthermore, she will have the control of the 
girls' hotels. 

"The post is not to come into being until October 1st, and the city author- 
ities are now anxiously advertising for some one to fill it. The particulars 
show that the appointment is to be given a trial for one year before being made 
a permanency. It is significant that the advertisements make a direct appeal to 
the supporters of the suffrage movement. Here, it says, in effect, is an oppor- 
tunity for the suffragists to come forward to do real work; and successful ac- 
complishment here, through the support of the movement, it adds, would do 
much to remove opposition to their aims and endeavors." 

Since the appointment of the policewoman in Strasburg, several cities in 
America have secured similar appointments. Among them are Boston, Chicago, 
and Los Angeles. A. W. T. 

The Biological Principles of Evolution. — This book, by Rene Worms, of 
Paris, presents the sciences of Biology and Sociology in their relation to each 
other. The author considers Comte's classification of the sciences into mathemat- 
ics, astronomy, physics, chemistry, biology and sociology, and his hypothesis of the 
reduction of the sciences, as an awkward handling of the subject. He admits 
Spencer's classification into the inorganic, the organic and the superorganic as 
valid, but denies the irreducibility of the superorganic to the organic. Although 
sociology is more complex — the behavior of cells being simpler than the behavior 
of human individuals — a similarity of description is evident. Sociology becomes- 
a further biology. The theory of the "organiciste," however, is not a necessary 
postulate of this work. 

Comte distinguished two parts in sociology, dynamic and static. The latter 
is but a convenient abstraction which, to have any real meaning, must be 
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